THE CENSUS & AFTERSCHOOL
PROGRAMS IN VIRGINIA

An accurate count in Census 2020 paints a better picture of the communities and

families served by out-of-school time programs and translates to more resources.

The 2020 Census aims to count every living person in the US.
It's mandated by the Constitution to be taken every 10 years
and determines how much federal Funding states will get. That
money goes towards programs with wide impact like education,

healthcare, and transportation for the next 10 years. For

exqmp|e, the Funding for a Kindergcri‘en student counted now

will follow them until Jrhey reach high school!

Using census count data, Virginia receives an
average $2,220 annually per resident. (1)

« Virginia was in the the top 10 states that had the highesi‘ number of undercounted
children in the 2010 Census.

« Over I million children under the age of five werent counted in the last Census.

« Virginia is a frontrunner state for an additional seat in the U.S. House of

Representatives based on popu|q+ion grow’rh. (2)
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https://www.censushardtocountmaps2020.us/

Afterschool Educators are trusted voices in thier community.

They can exp|c:in the importance of an accurate count to
caregivers. They can reassure families it is safe to answer the
census and i||ega| for any census taker to share info with
anyone, inc|uding housing, po|ice, and immigrai‘ion. Tl‘\ey can

exp|ain who is undercouni‘ed, especia”y young children.

During the month of Apri|, afterschool providers have an opportunity to invite
families to comp|e+e their survey using thier space and +ec|‘1no|ogy. Pick an

option that best serves your program. You can make it a one-nigl‘ﬂ' event and

invite a census expert from the Virginia Complete Count Commission or have
computers, |c|p+ops, and tablets reacly on a ro||ing basis cluring student pic|<-

up. Statistics in Schools from The US Census has great resources for working

with families.
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